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This is a communication from the examiner in charge of your application 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS aD P 1,cailon ' 

OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on / ~" ' — £> 

3^ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters prosecution a* to tho m*,;** - . 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Ouayle, 1935 D.C. 11 ; 453 O G 2i3 ° Sed In 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire —5 , . 

1.136(a). aoanaonea. (35 U.S.C. § 133}. Extenswns of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 

Disposition of Claims 

^y~ L — f *-y - — * ~ is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above, claim(s) 

^ " ' — 's/are withdrawn from consideration 

□ Claim(s)__ 

. , ~~ , j " _ is/are allowed. 

^ / *7 * ^ — c — ^ c is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) 

" _ is/are objected to. 

□ Claims 

— — are subject to restriction or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on • , . . . . 

— is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . n r-. 

— — is U approved U disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

U received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
'Certified copies not received: 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 
G Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



» SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES - 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 10/95) 

* US GPO: 1996-409-290/40029 



Serial No. 09/658,928 
Art Unit 1754 



-2- 



Claims 10-17, 19-27, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 10, there ^is 
no antecedent basis for "the reheating section' 1 or n the fan". It 
is suggested that claims 14 and 27 be incorporated into claim 10 
to avoid this rejection. It is also indefinite as to what 
relationship the "stack" has to the rest of the process. It is 
suggested that claim 1 be amended to require that the absorption 
tower, the reheating section are arranged together on a vertical 
axis in the form of a stack, as disclosed in previous claim 28. 
Claim 27 is indefinite in reciting the step of "heating the flue 
gas leaving the absorption tower to a temperature favorable for 
emission into the atmosphere by using at least a part of the heat 
recovered in the heat exchanger", since such step is already 
recited in claim 14, from which claim 27 depends. 

Claims 12-14, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, 
paragraph 5 in constituting multiple dependent claims which fail 
to depend from the parent claims in the alternative only. The 
word "claims" should be changed to --claim— in claims 12 and 2 9 
to avoid this rejection. 

This application apparently discloses allowable subject 
matter . 



Serial No. 09/658,928 
Art Unit 1754 



-3- 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of 
rejection. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M.P.E.P. 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE -MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.13 6(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Wayne A. 
Langel whose telephone number is (571) 272-1353. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley Silverman, can 
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be reached on (571) 272-1358. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



March 4, 2004 



WAL : cdc 




